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MAJOR GENERAL JERRY A. WHITE  Chief of Infantry

'FUTURE CHALLENGES

Infantrymen everywhere, especially those who
have been directly associated with the Infantry
School, will understand the full measure of my
pride in returning to Fort Benning as Commandant
of the School and Chief of Infantry. Yet this pride
is overshadowed by an awareness of the many
obligations” and heavy responsibilities that
accompany this high honor. 1 assure all Infantrymen
that 1 am fully mindful of the scope of these tasks
and of the challenges the future holds for us.’

It has been wisely observed that the history of
our great Nation is in a sense the history of the
United States Army. Surely it can be seen that
the history of .our Army is, in essence, the

compilation of the deeds of Infantrymen from.

Concord to Kuwait. In fact, everything we do in
‘the Army is done with one goal in mind —to see
that Infantry soldiers’ and wunits are: properly

trained and equipped, to get. them where they. are .
needed, and to keep them doing what they have
to’do. 1t is these Infantrymen strengthened and' -
. supported by 1ts many comrades-mmarms ‘that is- - |-
7{the USS. Army ‘i’ action. - The" successful -efforts- j :

- of - our’ entire: Army htera}ly stem’ ‘from fhe
Mfrequently “unheralded. but. essential @ccomp’hg;b
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How ‘well the; soldier does his; jo“b depends :for;;
L - “the’ most \part-on’ the quality .of his training and.
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" memibérs of combined-arms teams:
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while serving recently as commander of the 7th
Infantry Division (Light), have convinced me that

‘today’ssoldier is the finest that has ever represented

our country on any battlefield. He is certainly
entitled to the finest leadership at all levels.

In the short time I have been at Benning, I
have found that the officers, enlisted soldiers, and
civilians who will help me serve you have a deep
sense of commitment to the Infantry soldier. They
also possess a new sense of urgency to exploit

“the lessons we have learned from our recent

combat experiences, and to project the Infantryman
into every conceivable combat environment.; This
is in keeping with the School’s primary mission

 of producing the world’s finest Infantryman

But we cannot rest on our past laurels. The
future presses on us with all ‘its- -attendant
unknowns. To maintain our edge we must make
constant. progress ‘toward 1mproved doctrine, ‘more

effective- weapons and eqmpment and most of
_all; better trained soldiers. | -~ .
. The challenge»of mobile warfar»e as was recently g

demonstrated m the deserts ef Southwest AS1a

;‘;rs“ one of the ma:ny facmg us.’ Few leadershlp ,;‘i
. positions. require a broader span. of ’fknowledge or -
. a-greater store - of -tactical profmencywtha’ﬁ -that *
“-of the- Infant:[:y leader -in ;a . mobile: wwarfare e*f
- enVironment.” Accordingly, they: must -be: “masters: -
:t of « Infantry : tactics ”*and”’ technlques jjhgcti *myst‘ o
. :pre}ja‘re iheinsel%s&n&*theaf “upits sto-fight. as. ... L
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must - be: trmned: and equtpped to- f;tght throughm
darkness smoke and other obseuranon We: must
- also’ be- physwally eapable ofﬁ &s‘ustammg a"n
operation il the battle 18 wen We. truly mnst
master the mgh? : A

Too we Acannot forget the chal’lenges we face
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in Iow mtensﬁy“’“ confhct The mchaﬂenges m that
area have beeii speHed out for‘ us .most cleariy i,
.an artlcle i the’ last issue of INFANTRY by James, .
R: Locher Hl the Assistant Secretm;jz of- Defensew .
for Specxal Operations and Lowvlntensny COnﬂ}Ct
Secretary Locher remmds us: that Siice the end
of World War iR U.S: mthtary force§ “have been
mvolved—dlrectiy and indirectly== m48 ma_]or Iow
intensity confhcts around ‘the. World”“ and-that
“desplte our overwhelmmg m1ht&ry superzorlty, we
have not been dble to deter or to effectwely ﬁght
low mtensﬂ:y conﬂlcts. S B v :

Flghtlng of- this nature places a htg’h premmm
on mdlwdual and unit d1smp]111e,%perseverance
1mttat1ve and mental- and physu:al toughness, as
well as’ umt morale and esprit. In th1s env1ronment
the Infantr‘yman glay ‘be ca,lled on to ftght and
win against: a fanatical enemy Mm mountatns
jungles; and swamps. :

To-train more efficently across t'he 0perat10nal
contmuum the Infantry School parttmpates m

§<\~

contmue to do S0 The School has at ail tiIIlCS

; - mto our tran:ung

emphasued the design and use of sunulatlons to

wMarLy “of these are- g{ammgmmulations’ it thrchw z
th mthat;onal asPeets of a competttwe* gamew -

. #are Acombmed w1th& A physxcal symbo‘hc,wor -
: procedural representatlion ofa: real—worldsxtuatzon e
*;’liThe reasons for usmgaﬁhesevand other s;mu];atlons o
todaQT are even bette:* than they were whenﬂwe S
began usmg them. NQt *‘Mly will we h::—meafev.rerw - B

uncreasmg demand orr those “We W1Hf hawe =
¥k v 4
f.,resom:ces m manpoweg; equrpment ammmﬂon“” .
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v "and POL as weH as in travel and trammg time 2y ;”

\ Wlfgte we recogmze thatASImulatlons can add vafug e

iftfoé oar’ tratmng prog:rams we 4t the Schoo} do
L hot want totrade OPTEM PO: héurs for SLmtr}atlons - ;; 3
Wé calmot replac& tratmng reahsm m MJLES~

1 §gpported exercises or.id hve fire EXerciseés. : L e

L . Many exciting hlgh teéhnology developments are -
m‘the offmg that Wﬂl eventually be mcorg;orated

m* -and inf Iuence those developments 10" ensure thag 9
the end products meet ourneeds. | . " “*‘”f’f :
Each of-us can contrIbuteto the kind of Infantry
. We ...x{zlll have in the year 2090 There is a defnnfé
| rieed: for ideas from Athe Field and we hoper you
w«wﬂl”step forward. The soIdter in’ the fieid‘ IS the
“one most plagued by probiems ‘and he IS also

*the one who 18 Most’ eager for'solutions. Any:soldzer “

K who has an idea that might help usin our; endeavors .-

should brmg it forward for, examination. The key o
‘o our Success is open a:nd frank commumcatlon .
Let us hear from  youl. T
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